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CONTROL TECHNIQUES LAUNCHES MULTI-PROTOCOL DRIVES

Control Techniques, part of the Nidec group, has announces the high performance Unidrive M700 and
M702 drives are now available with enhanced multi-protocol Ethernet ports that support PROFINET RT
as well as EtherNet/IP, Modbus TCP and Control Techniques RTMoE (Real Time Motion over
Ethernet). The new ports have the words “Multi-Protocol” printed next to the Ethernet sockets, the prior

versions that do not support PROFINET RT do not have this marking.

This new hardware is being incorporated in standard drives manufactured on or after August 3rd,
2020. The date code can be viewed on the product label and will be 2032 for the new multi-protocol
version. The model number for the drives is unchanged from prior versions.
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performance improvements to the Modbus

and EtherNet protocols.

Previously, the ability to implement Profinet systems has required using Unidrive M in conjunction with
an Sl-Profinet option module. The new multi-protocol variants remove that requirement, thus freeing up

access to all three option module slots on the drive. Now, by utilising option modules offering
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EtherCAT, Profibus, DeviceNet, CANopen and CTNet, the user can create complex integrated systems

from multiple protocols on a single network.

Stephen Turner, Global Product Management Director, said: “We’re pleased to announce the
introduction of these two multi-protocol drives to our Unidrive M portfolio. The ability of our drives to
perform coordinated motion between multiple axes, for only the additional cost of an Ethernet cable,

remains an advantage over our largest competitors.

“By bringing Profinet RT onboard, our drives now enable users to have the same flexibility to
simultaneously support multiple protocols. We feel this further strengthens our reputation for producing

products with integration and connectivity at the heart of them.”

ENDS

Control Techniques, a Nidec Motor Corporation business, is a world leader in the design and
production of electronic variable speed drives for the control of electric motors. Founded in 1973, the
company has global headquarters in Newtown, Wales UK with the Americas headquarters in Eden
Prairie, MN USA. Control Techniques has dedicated production and R&D sites globally, along with

Automation Centers in 45 locations around the world.

For more information visit www.ControlTechniques.us
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